y 
o 

T 


Ci. 
(M 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2014 


https://archive.org/details/curiosrelicsclotlinc_33 


Curios  and  Relics 

Clothing  Accessories 


Handkerchief  -  Assassination 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 

71.  Zo 09 .ess . 


HANDKERCHIEF  Lincoln  Carried  on  night  of  Assassination 


A  LINCOLN  RELIC.  j 

,-Undkerchief  That   He    Carried    on  I 
Fatal  Night  Still  Preserved. 

There  was  recently  exhibited  as  a 
leading  attraction  at  a  church  fair  in 
Philadelphia  a  large  linen  handker- 
chief that  has  an  interesting  history. 
It  was  in  one  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
pockets  on  the  night  he  was  shot,  and 
It  bears  evidence  of  the  great  tragedy 
in  four  spots  of  the  President's  blood. 
It  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Lucile 
Earp  Moon,  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
North  American  says  of  the  story  of 
the  relic: 

"Mrs.  Moon  inherited  it  from  her 
maternal  grandfather,  Isaac  Newton. 
He  was  one  of  the  leading  agricultural 
authorities  in  Pennsylvania  during 
the  middle  of  the  last  century,  and 
when  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
was  instituted  as  a  branch  of  the  na- 
tional government  he  was  appointed 
its  first  commissioner  by  President 
Lincoln. 

"From  his  large  farm,  which  is  now 
the  site  of  Morton  and  Rutledge,  in 
Delaware  County,  he  went  to  Wash- 
ington, and  while  the  head  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  was  not  then, 
as  now,  a  member  of  the  Cabinet, 
there  soon  grew  up  between  the  capa- 
ble 'Quaker  farmer  and  the  great 
President  a  strong  friendship— a  bond 
which  led  the  former  to  accede  to 
Lincoln's  pressing  invitation  to  ac- 
company him  to  Ford's  Theatre  on 
the  fatal  night,  despite  his  religious 
scruples.  I 

"Newton  went,  as  a  mark  of  respect 
for  his  chief,  but  shortly  after  the  j 
play  began  he  said  to  the  President: 
'If  thee  will  excuse  me,  I  think  I  will 
withdraw.' 

"Within  an  hour  came  the  shot 
that  shook  the  world,  and  when  the 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture  next 
saw  his  friend,  it  was  as  a  dying  man.  ' 

"Shortly  after  the  terrible  event 
Mrs.  Lincoln  gave  Mr.  Newton  a  large 
lock  of  Lincoln's  hair  and  this  hand- 
kerchief. 

"It  is  of  sheer  linen,  nearly  two 
feet  square  and  of  the  tape  edge  sort 
then  so  popular  and  still  carried  by 
some  men.  The  two  hemmed  edges 
are  hand  sewn,  and  in  one  corner  is 
I  the  name  'A.  Lincoln,'  worked  in  tiny 
square  letters  of  red. 

"Time  has  somewhat  yellowed  the 
flax,  and  the  four  small  spots  of  blood,  j 
which  are  still  plainly  visible,  are  now 
brown.    It  has  never  been  laundered  | 
since  it  came  into  the  Newton  fam- 
ily." 
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Hra.  Walter  M.  CMP 
Rout®  1,  Bcac  413 
Paradise,  California 

My  dear  Mrs.  Chaw: 


•St©  only  reference  I  ean  f lad  to  a  suit 
of  Lincoln's  a  lottos  timt  were  used  by  a  sculptor  after 
hiB  death  la  a  suit  that  I4rs.  Lincoln  gave  to  AXphonse 
Bam,  who  was  a  personal        of  toe  president •  This 
suit  wb  later  uaad  by  Dlsmle  Bean,  a  scalar,  and  also 

a  sculptor  with  the  worn  of  Wilson.   Ho  nation, 
however,  to  trade  of  tto  iiandtoeMef  found  la  tho  poelet. 

Very  truly  yours  $ 


Director 

IAWjCES 
L.  A.  Warren 
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November  17,  l^hj 


Mrs.  Valuer  M.  Chev 
Sbuta  #3,  Box  3936 
Paradiae,  California 

My  dear  Mrs,  Chew: 

A  year  ago  y«a  wrote  to  Tig  about  the  handkerchief 
aaid  to  have  been  Mr.  Lincoln's  end  I  think  we  wrote  you  in  reply 
to  that  letter  that  we  could  cake  no  discovery  of  any  suit  of 
clothes  other  than  the  va/hilmM  to  Dinale  Bean. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  other  information 
rela  tive  to  the  suit  at  thet  time. 

Vary  truly  your§, 


IAWiCM 
I».A  .Warren 


Director 


